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WHY ARE TIGERS TRANSLOCATED? 





The Bengal tiger was declared a national animal of India in 1973, 70% of the world's 
tiger population is found in India. Despite this, the tiger population is always a gun 
triggering play for the nation. Since 1973 there have been efforts and projects which 
were brought into action to control the populace. For instance — the Tiger Translocation 
plan; came into action to neutralize the falling population of tigers in India. 


Understanding the unknown 


A hundred years ago, big cats roamed all across India and its sub-continent. However, 
the growing human population and need for space have reduced and fractured the 
tiger’s former range. Tigers need immense landscape and territory to grow and function. 
The big cats have been on the hunt for several years as a symbol of strength and 
power. It is not only the factor of a drop in tiger population; there have been other 
factors, including a shortage of food and supplies for survival. 


Rescue 


The reserves in the nation are suffering from a fall in the population of big cats day by 
day. In 2004 and 2009, the tiger population face wiped out in Sariska Tiger Reserve and 
Panna Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, respectively. The state government and the 
central government decided to maintain a balanced ecosystem, together they planned 
for populating tiger reserves. The government of India soon understood the need to 
translocate the big cats. In 2018, a translocation project was brought to shore up the 
tiger population in the nation. 


Understanding the Idea 


The stirring of tigers was to reduce territorial disputes and to reintroduce tigers in new 
areas. This relocation project speaks for the future of majestic cats and ensures a safe 
passage for new habitats in national boundaries. The reintroduction of tigers from one 
reserve to another was ambitious and self-driven. The translocation is not just about 
movement but focuses more on the growth rate of species. Even if there is growth, the 
purpose does not serve till the space becomes a habitat for them. By the year 2011, the 
number of tigers reached 1800 and still counting. 


Insight into the plan 


A male tiger from Kanha Tiger Reserve and a female tiger from Bandhavgarh from 
Madhya Pradesh were moved to Satkosia Tiger Reserve in Odisha, both the tigers were 
selected based on NTCA guidelines with the Wildlife Institute of India. This young 
dispersing female and an adult male is yet to create their territory in the Tiger reserve. 


Why Satkosia Tiger Reserve? 


In the year 2007, Satkosia Tiger Reserve had a population of 12 that shortened to 2. In 
11 years, the beauty of the surroundings and the woods fell apart. On the report of 
NTCA, Satkosia is the potential for increasing tiger population. Spread in an encircled 
area of 963.87 sq km and 523 sq km core area makes this Tiger reserve perfect for 
accommodating big cats. 


The repositioning of tigers from one reserve to another serves a few purposes like 
controlling the tiger population to dissolve the territorial disputes. To revive the tigers in 
areas where the population shrink occurred and to finally put an end to the illegal killing 
of tigers for other ulterior motives like decor, medical usages and many more. 


Have you ever wondered what would have happened if Tigers were not protected? 


Our future generations would not know of the tigers’ existence and they will be reading 
about them in either books, blogs or other media channels. 


Hence, the idea of translocation — an initiative by the people of the government is a 
unique and innovative step in building a bridge between humans and cats. Forty-five 
years of tiger preservation have borne fruit, with the number of big cats rising in the 
nation. The population of big cats in the country stood at 268, which has moved to 2967 


tigers now and counting. You can always enjoy the panorama of Asia’s magic by 
customizing your tour to the woods via Tigerwalah. 


Start exploring! 
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